FMST1: Introduction to Film and Media Studies Paper 1: Shot by Shot Film Analysis

Essay on Wordpress (Moodle) with creation and embedding of Gifs Equivalent of 12 pages -Double-Spaced, 1-Inch Margins
A sequence serves as the matrix of a film's narrative, style, and themes -its generic and medium-specific codes. It is made up of single shots (from one edit to another). It is your objective for this paper to show and analyze how these shots produce meaning through formal codes that establish specific patterns for a given sequence. Remember: A code, in information theory, is a "system of differences and correspondences which remain constant across a series of messages," hence the sender and receiver of the message share the code. More generally, a code can be understood as any systematized set of conventions, any set of prescriptions for the selection and combination of elements/units. For your sequence, codes may consist of lighting/color designations, blocking in the frame (who appears where in the frame, how often and when), speech (who says what when), camera movement (static or tracking), camera distance/depth of field (close-up, medium, long shot, deep/shallow focus), camera angle (low, eye-line, high), duration (short, long take -frequency of cuts), looking relations (who looks when at whom or doesn't), spatial arrangement (interior/exterior), any element of mise en scène: costume/make-up, open/closed frame etc.
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